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The soundbird team works on a project together in the Bob Cole Conservatory of Music. The group is launching a new store for the website, where game designers can PDUs pre-made music and 
effects, or ask soundbird to create new, original content. 


Bringing the noise 


A group of students are 
looking to get ahead in 
the cut-throat scene of 
sound engineering. 


By Mac Walby 
Managing Editor 


In an industry where knowing 
someone is half of the battle, four 
Cal State Long Beach students 
are looking to make a name for 
themselves in the world of audio. 

Music composition majors 
Amy Hori, Daniel Kim, Kei Mat- 
suo and Daniel Ramos will be 
launching a new store this week 
on their website, www.sound- 
bird.net, selling audio clips for 
game designers and video pro- 
ducers to create content. 

The idea started back in Feb- 
ruary when the soundbird team 
realized all of their work could 
take advantage of this shift to- 
ward libraries, or collections of 
data that can be used upon pur- 


chase. The site already offers a 
number of contracting options 
where both designers and mixers 
can ask the group to create spe- 
cific music or sounds for their 
projects, including overall sound 
design, recording dialogue and 
music. 

The service will also offer dis- 
counts for university students. 

“It’s a one-stop service that 
does everything” Ramos said. 


“Nowadays the industry has be- 


come very reliant on libraries.” 

The quartet met through the 
Video Game Development As- 
sociation, where they've worked 
on published games such as 
“Voodoo Cheval” and “Hori- 
zon’s Pull,” as well as a number 
of others that are in the works. 

The four have altogether pro- 
duced audio content for almost 
30 games that are either released 
or in development. Their latest 
project, “Banish,” is set to release 
Dec. 1 on Google Play for An- 
droid devices as well as personal 
computers. 

“Banish” will have around 40 


minutes of unique sounds and 
music, but with a special touch 
from Hori, Kim and Ramos. 
Using the audio engine 
FMOD, a series of five to 30-sec- 
ond musical “loops” are strung 


We designed all 
of these loops 

» to have similar 
qualities to each other. So 
they're able to blend pretty 
well together when you 
play one after the other 


randomly.” 


together in different ways. Ra- 
mos calls it a generative music 
system. 

“We designed all of these 
loops to have similar qualities 
to each other; Ramos said. “So 
they're able to blend pretty well 
together when you play one after 


the other randomly,” 

Audio is something gamers 
and moviegoers alike often take 
for granted. Kim says producing 
30 seconds of audio can take up 
to three hours to make in one go, 
and usually takes multiple at- 
tempts to get a finished product. 

“The bigger developers are 
going to want more revisions,’ 
Kim said about getting a clip 
just right. “Sometimes sound 
designers have to go through 50 
revisions or more, and we kind 
of have to get used to that” 

A lot of the time, the profes- 
sional developers don't have 
much experience in the world 
of sound. Translating the ideas 
in their head to a real noise isn't 
always easy. 

“Sometimes people will say 
things like, ‘that chair just 
sounds very long,” Ramos said 
with a laugh. “Or [they’re] ask- 
ing you to make something 
sound more ‘green’ But it’s really 
our job to find out.” 

That interpretation can be a 
lot easier when the engineers 


and designers get on the same 
creative page. 

“You really want to under- 
stand the content of the game,’ 
Hori explained. “That's how 
youre going to click with your 
artist and your narrative.” 

Aside from the temporary 
frustrations, the four love the 
work and get to have a lot of fun 
doing it. 

“For our last project we had an 
entire chainmail suit of armor,” 
Kim said, laughing as he recalls 
Ramos, dressed in the armor, 
being wailed on with various 
tools and appliances to create 
sounds for their work. “You can 
get really interesting sounds if 
you experiment enough.” 

The work can be tough, but at 
the end of the day the group gets 
along and enjoys the work. 

“These guys are okay,’ Hori 
said with a sarcastic smirk. 

When not beating each other 
with hammers for that golden 
clip, the soundbird team gets 
along well and looks forward to 
launching the store together. 


Editor’s Note: In this special issue of The Daily 49er,y you'll find stories spotlighting just a handful of the local businesses and entrepreneurs found in Long Beach. Sure, you could continue to shop for books, music of food 

at any of the completely identical chain retailers you will find in any city. But none of these places provide what we found in our search: diverse communities that welcome all people, not just their dollars. 

In.a city as large as ours, it can be easy to feel overwhelmed and even intimidated by the vast number of people to meet and places to visit — it can be easy to feel lonely. We present me “ stories ofa ‘handful of ee 
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The Dragons, Knights and Adventure section is next to the extensive Horror collection at Gatsby Books. 


| BOOKSTORE 
| E 


EB alth of words 


Gatsby Books offers a friendlier 
bookstore experience. 


“We have a real store because we want to com- 
municate with someone face-to-face, not put some- 
thing in an envelope and mail it to them? Moor said. 
Though confined to a small space, the store’s 
By Carlos Villicana shelves contain a wide span of genres that are la- 
Special Projects Editor beled to be as specific as possible, aiming to connect 
rg See eee ee readers with exactly what they’re seeking. 

Jeri Westerson, an author who held a book launch 

A cowbell’ clink and friendly hello are the first _ party at Gatsby Books, found the store's labeling sys- 
signs of entry at Gatsby Books, a small but extensive tem more helpful than those used at chain retailers 


We have a real 

store because 

we want to 
communicate with someone 
face-to-face, not put some- 


used bookstore that has resided within a strip mall 

on Spring Street in Long Beach since August 2010. 
Because owner Sean Moor dislikes the way online 

retailers such as Amazon promote certain titles and 


such as Barnes and Noble because of its specificity. 
“When you see the handwritten genre notes on 

the shelves, that’s when you know you can find 

just about exactly what you need,” Westerson said. 


thing in an envelope and 
mail it to them.” 


would prefer readers to explore shelves themselves, “Sometimes there’s subgenres of the genre that don't Sean Moor 
Gatsby Books stopped selling online. Now, its books necessarily work under the umbrella [retailers] put 

can only be reached by walking into the store and 
browsing its intimately close but heavily stacked 


shelves as classical music roars from a record player. 


see GATSBY, page 4 
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continued from page 3 


up. I like the detail here.” 

Subjects such as history, philosophy and religion 
are categorized by important figures, time periods and 
ideologies, while the fictional literature can be found 
in alphabetical order near the front entrance. 

“This place is overwhelming,’ Moor said.-“It’s the 
collected knowledge of our society.” 

Before opening, Moor collected books from garage 
sales, library sales and other used bookstores. Today, 
Gatsby Books largely acquires titles from customers 
selling or giving titles to the store on what Moor de- 
scribes as a daily basis. 

At the store's 10 a.m. opening time, Moor can be 
found refilling the complimentary coffee and water 
pots, restocking shelves and feeding the store cat, 
Ruby. 

“Ruby is the number one marketing tool of Gats- 
by Books,” employee Kellee Cullingham said. “She is 
quite literally by definition a bookstore cat? 

Often found purring at customers and laying near 
the works of Charles Dickens, the grey and white cat 
has been a resident of Gatsby Books throughout the 
majority of the store's existence. Moor said that Ruby 
has spent her whole life around books, originally liv- 
ing in a different book store for seven years. 


“(Her previous owners] moved to Fresno, but when 


they moved they couldn't take the cat with them, 
Moor said. “So they asked if we would keep Ruby.” 

Now Ruby has been with Gatsby Books for almost 
seven years as well. 

“So she's getting to be a senior citizen cat and has 
lived in bookstores her entire life,’ Moor said. 

- Customers are allowed to pet Ruby and sip on wa- 
ter or coffee as they browse books, the latter of which 
Moor says he and the store's employees are not allowed 
to do while working. 

“The worst thing would be for a customer to walk in 
and not be acknowledged or feel like they can't disturb 
you because you're reading,” Moor said. 

Instead, Moor and his staff engage in conversation 
with as many customers as possible to find out their 
reading interests and help connect them with a book 
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Visitors at Gatsby Books will meet Ruby, the store’s cat and logo. 


they'll enjoy. The people browsing Gatsby Books’ 
shelves range from neighbors on their morning walks 
to students from nearby high schools and colleges. 

Though originally he was the store's sole employee, 
Moor said he began hiring customers he knew two 
years ago. 

“Although my tastes in books are pretty good, they're 
not everyone's tastes,’ Moor said. “I try to make this 
store the favorite store of as many people as possible.” 

Moor credits his staff with helping him make this a 
reality by bringing knowledge of different genres that 
he himself doesn’t consume, such as science-fiction 
and fantasy. This helps make the store's offerings more 
diverse. 

“Tm the sci-fi, fantasy and drama sections person,’ 
Cullingham said. “[Moor] knows that those are the 
books I read so if he’s not 100 percent sure on certain 
authors he'll check with me, or vice versa.” 


RA RECRUITMENT 


DO YOU WANT TO BE A RESIDENT ASSIS’ 
FOR THE 2017-18 ACADEMIC YEAR? 
_ Applications are available as of 
November 3rd, 2017 
Applications close January 26, 2018 


You must attend one of the RA Information 
Sessions below to apply for the RA position: 


Thursday, November 9, 7:00pm-8:00pm: RA Information 


Session (Hillside, Los Cerritos Classroom) 


Monday, November 13, 


Session (Beachside MPR) 


Wednesday, November 15, 2:00pm-3:00pm: RA — 


Information Ses 


ion (USU 205ABC) 


7:00pm: RA Information Se 
(Beachside College Multipurpose Room) 


Tuesday, December 5, 


Monday, December 4, 7;00pm: RA Information Session 


(Hillside College, Los Cerritos Classroom) 


Wednesday, December 6, 7:00pm: RA Information Session 


(Parkside College Dining Patio) 


Please apply through the following link: 
https: //orgsync.com/139314/forms/289360 


7:00pm-8:00pm: RA Information 


ot.3. 


ent.professors.schedule.wo 


Gatsby Books sometimes holds public events for the 
community between its black bookshelves, including 
book clubs, launch parties, open mic nights and read- 
ings. 

For the most part, the employees allow the author to 
run the show when they host readings and take the op- 
portunity to focus on tasks that need to be done within 
the store. But sometimes they get to witness unexpect- 
ed yet meaningful moments, such as when the host of 
a recent poetry reading held her wedding ceremony 
in-store at the poetry event’s ending. Those in atten- 
dance became guests to an unannounced finale. 

“Tt was kind of a hit-and-run wedding,’ Moor said. 
“If you came to our poetry reading, you got to be at 
the wedding” 

Though Moor states that selling books is always a 
challenge in today’s world, he believes that the best is 


yet to come for Gatsby Books. 


Are you a photograpl 
D49er is looking for you 


Send your samples our way to. 
- eicd49er@gmail.com 
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s budgetcuts.news.media.life.sex.entertain- 


ment. relationship.need.-politics.government.politics. learn.presidential.candidates.celebr ity.technol- 
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From pop-up s 

Kat Mclver and 
bar for local Lo 
cafes and coffee 


At Wide Eyes Open Palms, owners Kat Mclver, left, and Angie Evans, moved from a three-year pop-up location at local Long Beach farmers markets to a permanent spot just off of Retro Row. 


By Miranda Andrade-Ceja 
Editor in Chief 


atrons sit on turquoise and white fold-out 

chairs, the two outside tables already host- 

ing parties of three in the middle of breakfast 

— they are waking up over slabs of delicious 

house-made bread slathered in ricotta and 
jam, soft boiled eggs and specialty coffee complete with 
jitters. 

Outside on a Friday morning, breakfast cafe and spe- 
cialty coffee house Wide Eyes Open Palms is teeming 
with the buzz of the early day. Those who are unable to 
snag a table outside sit facing one another, cheerful and 
chattery for a 9 a.m. morning. 

Owners and partners Angie Evans and Kat Mclver 
opened the shop last April after gaining a following at lo- 
cal Long Beach farmers markets, where the pair dished 
out house-made pastries, pour-over coffee and farm fresh 
food for three years. Last year, Evans and Mclver gained 
enough traction that they were able to move into a per- 
manent location just off Retro Row on Cherry Avenue 
and Fourth Street. 

Evans graduated from Cal State Long Beach in 2005 
with a major in creative writing and a minor in wom- 
en's, gender & sexuality studies. McIver graduated from 
Chapman University with a degree in political science. 
While 35-year-old Evans and Mclver were trying to de- 
termine a location for Wide Eyes Open Palms, Mclver 
pushed for a location in Los Angeles, while Evans rea- 


soned that there was nothing else like WEOP in Long 
Beach. 

“I wanted Long Beach to have [WEOP], Evans said. 
“We wanted to give something different” 

The inside of the 600 foot cafe is not as claustropho- 
bic as you might think. The tall glass windows and high 
ceiling open up the breakfast cafe with natural light. The 
decor features a number of holistic texts stacked neatly on 
one of the tables, with titles such as “The Herbal Drug- 
store” and “The Coffee Story: Ethiopia.” All other table 
space is taken up by patrons. 

On the glass partition separating the staff from cus- 
tomers, two WEOP shirts hang on display — one brand- 
ed with the cafe's logo, and the other reading: “Queerest 
Coffee in Town!” 

As partners, Evans and Mclver have created a space 
that deviates from the standard coffee house. It’s common 
for traditional coffee houses to serve sub-par food — old 
pastries, pre-made vegan donuts, greasy breakfast sand- 
wiches — but it’s Wide Eyes Open Palms that looks to 
challenge this standard. 

Evans works the coffee grind, while McIver rules the 
kitchen. All of their food is sourced from the same farm- 
ers markets WEOP used to run their pop-up shop at, with 
a menu that changes based on the seasons. 

“I listen to the farmers, who are listening to the earth? 
McIver said. “If we just had a crazy rain come in, or a cra- 
zy heat wave, and it made some things not available then I 
say — fine, let’s switch it up. Let’s do something different” 

Their house-made jams of the day are pear, rhubarb 
and guava, and the advertised drinks are spiced hot apple 


cider and a ginger cinnamon latte. The specials marquee 
board posted on the wall changes every day, featuring de- 
lights developed by Evans and Mclver in WEOP’s kitchen. 
Today, McIver has a subtly sweet almond buckwheat cake 
topped with a light cream and poached pear on display — 
when asked how long they’ have this cake in stock, Evans 
replied “Until today” with a laugh. 

“The menu is based off of what I started doing at the 


Everything [at WEOP] is basically 
6 the place that | would want to go 
— to. The person behind the register 
would not say lady to me, [and they would] 
not use any gender pronouns...there’s just 
really no need, especially if someone is gender 


ambiguous.” 


Kat Mclver 


farmer's market, which is just finding things that could 
easily kind of fit in with what was seasonal; McIver said. 


“Like a frittata, you can put any ft****¢ thing in a frittata” 
y p 'Y § g 


Despite Mclver'’s deliciously fresh menu and made- 


that-morning pastries, she grew up with no real back- . 


ground in culinary arts. Mclver is self-taught, meaning 
that all of her experience has been cultivated over years of 
working in creative kitchens that inspired her passion for 


‘cooking and baking. 


“When I was in colle 
ence and I got into foc 
markets, and just lear 
a really political persp 
was vegan at the time a 
time, and:so I was alwe 
was coming from.’ 

Good food creates gc 
and Mclver bring to th 
defined by a perfectly ; 
cial of the day — but th 
through the food sourc 

“We know the peop! 
prepared by loving har 
served to you by people 
amazing at being intuit 
er said. 

It’s true: Evans and h 
laxed and undeniably t 
and serving patrons, a: 
is never any rush for ps 
cafe. Evans said emplc 
training, in which the 
customers in a respectfi 
of training was especial 

“Everything [at WE( 
would want to go to. 
would not say lady to r 
gender pronouns...theré 
someone is gender amb 

Prior to Wide Eyes 


MONDAY, NOVEMBER 13-20, 2017 
DAILY49ER.COM 


“When I was in college, I got a degree in political sci- 
ice and I got into food politics, shopping at [farmers] 
arkets, and just learning about the food system from 
really political perspective? Mclver said. “And then, I 
as vegan at the time and had been vegetarian for a long 
ne, and:so I was always thinking about where the food 
as coming from.” 

Good food creates good energy, and this is what Evans 
id Mclver bring to the table. They say good food is not 
fined by a perfectly soft boiled egg, or a popular spe- 
al of the day — but the relationships that are cultivated 
rough the food sourcing and preparation process. 

“We know the people who the food comes from, it’s 
epared by loving hands by people we really trust, and 
rved to you by people in the front of the house who are 
1azing at being intuitive, thoughtful and loving,” Mclv- 
said. 

It's true: Evans and her front of the house staff are re- 
ced and undeniably thoughtful when interacting with 
d serving patrons, and despite the small space, there 
never any rush for patrons to leave the comfort of the 
fe. Evans said employees have mandatory sensitivity 
ining, in which the staff learns how to interact with 
stomers in a respectful and thoughtful way — this type 
training was especially important to Evans. 
“Everything [at WEOP] is basically the place that I 
yuld want to go to. The person behind the register 
yuld not say lady to me, [and they would] not use any 
nder pronouns....there’s just really no need, especially if 
meone is gender ambiguous,’ Evans said. 

Prior to Wide Eyes Open Palms, Evans and Mclver 


Krystal Mora 


wanted to test the waters in terms of running a business 
as partners. Together, they opened EcoDykes, a holistic 
cleaning and organization service that helped fund their 
cafe venture. While running EcoDykes, the duo balanced 
Feng Shui and cleaned stuffy energies out of cluttered 
apartments. During the operation of EcoDykes, Mclver 
thought of the cafe’s name. 

She said that Evans originally hated the name and be- 
lieved everyone else would too. But after some time, her 
partner gradually warmed up to the long name. 

“We had all these other names, and I was like — no, 
[Wide Eyes Open Palms is] true. It’s kind of like a mantra, 
and it's like...how we have felt every time we traveled and 
we went somewhere,’ Evans said. “[When] we walked in 
and the lighting was right, and the smell was right, and 
the music was right, and the service was right, and then 
the food was right!” 

Mclver liked the ambiguity of Wide Eyes Open Palms 
— and she liked that it could be shortened into an acro- 
nym. 

“You can take [WEOP] in all sorts of different ways, 
Mclver said. “People come up with their own interpreta- 
tions of the name.” 

While the prices at Wide Eyes Open Palms might seem 
a bit steep at first blush, nothing can quite compare to the 
wholesomely fresh food and drink experience served at 
the breakfast cafe. So if you're already planning on shell- 
ing out $10 for a Chipotle burrito with guac, save yourself 
the heartburn and love your body by supporting your lo- 
cal queer-owned business with a visit to Evans and Mclv- 
er’s Wide Eyes Open Palms. Se 


Angie Evans, above, one of 
the owners of the café, tends 
to customers early on a Fri- 
day morning. WEOP is open 
Tuesday through Friday 7 
a.m. to 3 p.m., and Satur- 
day through Sunday 8 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Everything that 
goes into this dish, left, and 
many other WEOP dishes, 

is sourced from farmers 
markets. They serve deli- 
cious farm-to-table meals 
and wonderfully creative 
espresso drinks. A sticker 

at Wide Eyes Open Palms, 
below, asserts that the cafe is 
a safe space. 


Photos by 
Sabrina Flores 
Daily 49er 
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Frank n Fries n everything in between 


Brothers Tim and Ernie Franken opened a new 
hot dog hot spot in September. 


By Amanda Recio 
Social Media Editor 


Nearly a year before its grand 
opening, Long Beach’s gourmet 
hot dog eatery Frank n Fries 
had already built a cult follow- 
ing and become one of the most 
talked about openings in Long 
Beach. Their secret? A banner 
displaying their business name 
and logo along with the words 
“coming soon.” 

“Tt was our low budget mar- 
keting plan, and it worked,” said 
Tim Franken, co-founder of the 
establishment. 

At first glance, the shack for- 
merly known as local torta stop 
Sliced and Diced may not look 
like much. It is only upon walk- 
ing up to the business that one 
begins to see the custom detail- 
ing and labor put in by the two 
brothers, a feat they take pride 
in. 


Customers order through a 
window and are encouraged to 
stand at a bar style table to enjoy 
their food. 

After seven months of de- 
signing, planning and labor, the 
Franken brothers turned the 
location into an eating space 
which they aimed to make in- 
viting to all. 

Everything from the bar ta- 
bles to the indoor and outdoor 
flooring was custom made in 
their warehouse located a few 
blocks from the business. 

“We really built the place to 
attract people,” Ernie Franken 
said. “Everything you see we 
put our hands into, we didn’t 
pay anyone to do it” 

“Everything we have is good 
quality, its inexpensive, Tim 
said. “It’s somewhere you can 
bring your whole family-... 


see FOOD, page 9 
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The establishment celebrated it’s grand opening Saturday, Oct. 7. after keeping locals anticipating it’s arrival for 


over a year. 


Restore Wholeness in Others 


Prepare for careers in athletic training and physical therapy with a graduate degree from Azusa Pacific. At APU, you will study alongside 
faculty practitioners as you focus on treating the whole person—mind, body, and spirit—restoring wellness to help individuals thrive. 


Join a legacy of difference makers in health care. 


M.S. in Athletic Training 


Gain the skills and knowledge to become an athletic trainer and 
prepare for successful completion of the national Board of 
Certification, Inc. (BOC) examination. 


apu.edu/athletictraining 


GET STARTED TODAY! 


Call (626) 815-4570 
or email gpadmissions@apu.edu. 


Doctor of Physical Therapy 


Complete the doctorate in just 34 months as you become equipped 
to join one of the fastest growing areas in health care. 


apu.edu/dpt 


UNIVERSITY 


4B AZUSA PACIFIC 
Be 


God First Since 1899 
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Tim, left, and Ernest Franken are brothers as well as the dynamic duo behind the creative and opening processes of the restaurant. 


FOOD 


continued from page 8 


Along with his brother, Ernie 


._.. Franken, the two young entrepre- 
~ neurs from New Jersey came up 
with the vision for Frank n Fries 


after an opportunity to lease the 
building on the corner of Ana- 
heim Street and Obispo Avenue 
became available early last year. 
Since opening in early Septem- 
ber, Frank n Fries has brought in 
hoards of locals and hot dog afi- 


“cionados as people line up daily to 


try their much-anticipated menu 


--items, which include several va- 


rieties of hot dogs, fries, freshly 
squeezed lemonade and funnel 


-cakes made from scratch. Their 


while filling a 


GOURMET DOGS 


commitment to serving quality 
food to their customers is a prac- 
tice that both of them brought 
from their early years working to- 
gether. 

Their business manager, Mike 
Peluso, attributes 
their success to 
giving customers 
a varied menu 


munity for a low 
cost, authentic 
and family-style 
eatery. 

“Frank n Fries brings unique 
speciality hot dogs from all over 
the map to Long Beach. The lack 
of a solid hotdog spot in Long 
Beach was evident. We are hoping 


Everything you 
see we put our = in a developing 
hands into, we = neighborhood 
hole in the com- didn’t pay anyone to doit.” of Long Beach 


Ernie Franken 


to bring quality food at reason- 
able prices to our community and 
neighbors,’ Peluso said. 

Along with the vision for suc- 
cess came the potential for error. 
The worry ofibeing seen as a part 

: ‘of gentrification 
and opening a 
new __ business 


was a welcomed 
challenge for the 
two brothers, ‘as 
they saw it as an 
opportunity to prove their com- 
mitment to the community. 

“The people here are still local, 
this is their home; Ernie Franken 
said. “We want them to be able to 
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afford to come and eat here, that’s 
really what it comes down to. 
We're not trying to gentrify and 
put $10 signs on the hotdogs.’ 

The Franken brothers believe 
that the Frank n Fries business 
model has set them apart from 
other Long Beach eateries, be- 
cause it has’allowed people from 
all walks of the world to visit the 
stand to-generate income and busi- 
ness for the Long Beach neighbor- 
hood that gave the co-founders 
their start. 

“We tend to make gold out of 
nothing, it’s one of our specialties,” 
said Tim. “We've been getting a 
good response too. Poor people, 
rich people, young people, old 
people. You can never tell who is 
going to come to the window.” 


CSULB Winter Sessions 2018 


SESSION TWO 
On Campus 


January 2-January 19 


EYE CARE BYERS JH /\8 


for STUDENTS 
INCLUDES: 


| SESSION ONE 
| = EAP OPTOMETRY EYE EXAM + EYEGLASSES* 


Entirely Online 


6541 E. SPRING ST. OR 
LONG BEACH, CA 90808 EYE EXAM + December 20-January 19 


562.496.3365 1 PAIR OF DISPOSABLE CONTACT LENSES 


OR 
EapOptometry.com 


Register Now! 
(800) 963-2250 | www.ccpe.csulb:edu/winter 


wy Ej e, #DoersDo 
i) @CSULBInterSessn 


20% OFF EYE EXAR 
20% OFF EYEGLASSES 
20% OFF PRESCRIPTION SUNGLASSES 


or office is located in the Stater Bros. Shopping Center {Spring SE. 
& Pato Verde Ave.}"A value frame with single vision plastic lenses 
{sph 4, c7i 3}. A valid corrent student ID must be presented at the 
time of services. The offer cannot be combined with ony other 
discounts of insurance, 


The Daily 49er is looking for a 


web designer. 


Contact us at 
eicd49er@gmail.com 
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Directory 


If you're interested in visiting or contacting any of the businesses 


written about in this issue of The Daily 49er, please refer to the 


information below. 


Soundbird 


Website: www.soundbird.net 


Gatsby Books 

Address: 5535 E Spring St, Long 
Beach, CA 90808 

Website: gatsbybooks.com 

Phone number: (562) 208-5862 

Email: gatsbybooks@hotmail.com 

Hours: 

Sunday 

10AM-5PM 

Monday 

10AM-6PM 

Tuesday 

10AM-6PM 

Wednesday 

10AM-6PM 

‘Thursday 

10AM-6PM 

Friday 

10AM-6PM 

Saturday 

10AM-5PM 


Complete one course in just five short weeks! 


Frank N Fries 


Address: 3201 E Anaheim St, Long 


Beach, CA 90804 


Website: N/A 

Phone number: (562) 494-5588 
Email: N/A 

Hours: 

Sunday 

Closed 

Monday 

11AM-8PM 

Tuesday 

11AM-8PM 


‘Wednesday 


11AM-8PM 


~~ Thursday 


11AM-9PM 
Friday 


~1FAM-9PM 


Saturday 
11AM-9PM 


Wide Eyes Open Palms 
Address: 416 Cherry Ave, Long Beach, 
CA 90802 


Website: wideeyesopenpalms.com 
Phone number: (562) 225-2957 


Email: wideeyesopenpalms@gmail.com 


Hours: 
Sunday -8AM-3PM 
Monday Closed 
Tuesday 7AM-3PM 
‘Wednesday 7AM-3PM 
Thursday 7AM-3PM 
Friday 7AM-3PM 
Saturday 8AM-3PM 
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Ruby poses with F. Scott Fitzgerald’s “The Great Gatsby,” which inspired the store’s name. 


World Famous V.I.P. Records 
Address: 1030 Pacific Coast Hwy, Long 


Beach, CA 90806 


Website: worldfamousviprecords.com 
Phone number: (562) 591-2349 
~ Email: info@worldfamousviprecords.com 


Hours: 
Sunday. 
Monday 

_. Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday 
Saturday 


- LONG BEACH 


CITY COLLEGE 


_ FAST TRACK 
YOUR DEGREE 


Winter 2018 Session 


JAN. 2 — FEB. 2 


ONLINE CLASSES AVAILABLE 


www.locc.edu 


Closed 

10AM-7PM 
10AM-7PM 
10AM-7PM 
10AM-7PM 
10AM-7PM 
10AM-7PM 
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Name?)” 


V.I.P. 


continued from page 12 


council meeting. As a year rolled on, Ander- 
son had heard nothing from the city. As it 
turns out, a local law passed in 2015 would 
allow the sign to become a local landmark — 
without the owner's consent. 

The application had already been submit- 
ted and was set to go before the Cultural Her- 
itage Commission to become a landmark on 
April 10. 

“I couldn't understand why they would go 
behind my back like that,’ Anderson said. 

Members of City Council had been in 
communication with the owner of the build- 
ing, Offer Grinwald, instead of Anderson. 
Through social media campaigns, petitions 
and a change of heart from Grinwald, the 
plan was foiled. 

According to Anderson, the 7-Eleven cor- 
poration also experienced a change of heart 
and the charitable funds which were discussed 
to go towards V.I.P’s legacy were instead allo- 
cated to the nearby Long Beach Polytechnic 
High School. 

“We tried through all the channels that we 
had available to us to secure the building,” 
Anderson said. “But with 7-Eleven being as 
powerful as they are, we lost that battle” 


According to John Edmond, chief of staff 


for councilman Dee Andrews, much of this 
debacle has been out of the city’s hands. 

“We can help facilitate dialogue but that’s 
really all we can do” Edmond said. 


From the streets to V.I.P. 

One might say that the west coast G-funk 
era was conceived on the streets of the Long 
Beach’s 6th District and born in the back of 
Anderson's shop. 

“After working in other communities, I 
found Long Beach to be a lot different,’ An- 
derson chuckled as he recounted his memo- 
ries. 


Anderson recalled the makeshift recording 
studio which served as a second home for 
kids down the block. He described the area at 
the time as a hotspot for gang violence, with 
killings every week. 

“V.I.P. was a no-fly zone,’ Anderson said. 
“No one ever got killed, beat up or stabbed at 
V.I.P. Records.” 

Three youngsters tinkered daily in the back 
of the studio — Snoop Dogg, Warren G and 
Nate Dogg. 

According to two Long Beach locals who 
used to work at the shop through the ‘80s and 
“90s, V.I.P. was what raised them. 

“I see him as like my uncle,’ said Michael 
White, who began his DJ career at V.I.P. re- 
cords as Mix Master Mike. “[Anderson] was 
a busy man, but if you needed someone to 
talk to or needed advice, he was always there.” 

White said his years working as a DJ for the 
shop changed his life. 

“He's kept a lot of people out of prison just 
through his mentorship,’ White said. “If you 
had a project, V.I-P. was the store that would 
let you sell it. Back then that was unheard of? 

Similarly, Keith Thompson, also known as 
DJ Slice, credits Anderson for his mentor- 
ship. 

“Kelvin took me under his wing, Thomp- 
son said. “He let me become the manager and 
showed me how to manage money and how 
to balance my life, and at the time I'd just had 
my daughter.” 

Thompson was the football coach at Long 
Beach Polytechnic High School for many 
years, and is now a campus security officer 
for the Long Beach Unified School District. 

“It’s bittersweet,’ Thompson said. “It would 
have been great just to see that building stay 
where it was to become a museum.” 

White is currently retired but will be spin- 
ning beats for Anderson once again on Dec. 
3 for V.I.P. Records’ “70s Soul Jam for Puerto 
Rico Relief & Youth Programs. 

“He has paid his dues in our community 
for almost 40 years,’ White said. “He not only 
changed a lot of lives but he’s saved a lot of 
lives” 


Owner Kelvin Anderson poses in front of the World Famous V.1.P. Records shop and the 


7-Eleven which is taking over the store’s location. 


: Photos by Sabrina Flores | Daily 49er 
Kelvin Anderson poses with Snoop Dogg’s album “Doggystyle,” which he credits for the shop’s fame after the store’s sign was featured in the music video for the song “Who Am I? (What's My 
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HISTORICAL 


A community V.I.P. 


World Famous V.I.P. Records fights 


to remain a fixture in its community. 


By Kat Schuster 
News Editor 


n a bustling Tuesday morning in 

Long Beach, the original building 

for World Famous V.I.P. Records re- 

mains vacant 20 feet beneath its fad- 

ed sign. In a much smaller space next 
store, owner Kelvin Anderson opens the doors to his 
shops third location — just like he’s done for the past 
38 years. 

From the rise of hip hop to some of the first utter- 
ings of “213” in the back of his shop, Anderson has 
seen it all. The spot, which opened in 1978, was tak- 
en over by Anderson from his brother Cletus. The 
Long Beach location is the last holdout of what was 
once 12 V.I.P. Records stores. 

“Tm just hanging around here until my next ven- 
ture, which will hopefully be again working with the 
kids in the neighborhood, Anderson said. 

Despite his efforts to give back to the community 
by housing a safe and creative space for kids on the 
block, he faces the possibility of closure and a con- 
venience store replacing his original location, where 
the sign still stands. 


Long Beach to Strong Beach 
With 7-Eleven in the midst of what some mem- 


bers of the sixth district feel to be the gentrification - 


of a historic corner in their community — it’s the 
fate of the record-shaped icon above the store which 
has become an ongoing debate. Anderson will final- 
ly see a resolution to this on Nov. 13, as he and mem- 
bers of the community will go before the Cultural 
Heritage Commission in order to make the sign a 
landmark. The Long Beach City Council has com- 
mitted $80,000 to helping take the sign down for 
restoration and finding it a new home. 

“My sign is definitely not going to sit on top of a 
7-Eleven,” Anderson said. “That’s just not going to 
happen.” 

Through fundraising efforts and the city’s help, 
Anderson hopes to procure an empty lot directly 
across the street from his current location. There he 
would build a place where his sign would sit on top 
of a Black music history museum, and a multime- 
dia center with recording capabilities to once again 
work with kids in the community. 

“Tt was a great feeling to come to work everyday 
to bring joy to people that came, Anderson said. 
“Because of the support of the community and great 
business in the early years [of V.I.P. Records], that 
afforded me the ability to do the things that I did for 
the kids in the neighborhood” 

Although Anderson was forced to close his origi- 
nal shop due to the plummet of record sales, he’s far 
from ready to give up on his community. 

“There's still a lot of talent out there, they just need 
a place to record and they need some direction) An- 
derson said. “I feel that V.LP. still can offer that.” 


So much drama in the L-B-C 

In 2015, Anderson planned to close his shop and 
convert to online sales. He also decided to list his 
store's famous sign on Ebay, which Anderson said 
led to councilman Dee Andrews expressing the city’s 
interest in keeping the sign where it stands today. 
According to Anderson, in an attempt to satisfy all 
parties, negotiations had been made with 7-Elev- 
en to keep the sign as it presently stands under the 
premise that 7-Eleven would designate a section of 
their store to historic memorabilia of V.I.P. Records. 

Meanwhile, Anderson was told that the sign 
would be added to the agenda at an upcoming 


see V.I.P., page 11 


abbit "mma: 
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The whistling man on the famous sign once belonged to Whistler Liquor, the store that occupied the location taken over by V.I.P. 
Records. 


